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Think-Pair-Share: 
The purpose is to provide readers with the opportunity to talk about what he or she read, as they read it.

Primary Author: Leo Lionni

Born: May 5th, 1910

Leo Lionni was an author and illustrator of children's books. Born in Holland, he moved to Italy from 1931 to 1939. He was a well known and respected painter in Italy, where he worked in the Futurism and avant-garde styles. In 1935 he received a doctorate degree in economics (1935) from the University of Genoa. During the later part of this period Lionni devoted himself more and more to advertising design.

In 1939 he moved to Philadelphia and began full time work in advertising, at which he was extremely successful, acquiring accounts from Ford Motors, and Chrysler Plymouth, among others. He commissioned art from Saul Steinberg, Andy Warhol, Alexander Calder, Willem de Kooning, and Fernand Léger.

In 1960 he moved back to Italy, where he began his career as a children's book author and illustrator. Lionni produced more than 40 children's books. He received the 1984 American Institute of Graphic Arts (A.I.G.A.) Gold Medal and was a four-time Caldecott Honor Winner—for Inch by Inch (1961), Swimmy (1964), Frederick (1968), and Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse (1970). He also won the Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis in 1965.

In 1962 his book Inch by Inch was awarded the Lewis Carroll Shelf Award.

Intermediate Author: Patricia Maclachlan

Born: May 3rd, 1938

Patricia MacLachlan is a bestselling U.S. children's author, best known for winning the 1986 Newbery Medal for her book Sarah, Plain and Tall. The book was later turned into a TV movie starring Glenn Close and Christopher Walken.

MacLachlan was born in Cheyenne, Wyoming. She lived in Wyoming and Minnesota before moving East. She lost both parents at early ages. After graduating from University of Connecticut, she became an English teacher. She and her husband Robert MacLachlan have three children. During this time, she wrote a series of journal articles on adoption and foster mothers that had a major impact on her life. She says, "It was clear to me that much of the focus of my writing was sharpened by my involvement and concern for families and children. This interest, coupled with my commitment to children's literature, provided the basis for my decision to write for children--something I had always wanted to do."

She now lives in Williamsburg, Massachusetts with her husband.

MacLachlan is also a board member of the National Children's Book and Literacy Alliance, a national not-for-profit that actively advocates for literacy, literature, and libraries.

Her current projects include two books she's co-written with her daughter, Emily MacLachlan: Bittle and Painting the Wind. Other books by her include Edward's Eyes, The Facts and Fictions of Minna Pratt, Arthur for the Very First Time, and Baby, which was also adapted into a film.

Reccommended Reading: 

Fablehaven by Brandon Mull

Recommended by: Sixth-grade student Thomas Miller, son of pre-school teacher Sharilyn Miller

Magical creature preserve. These words will change Seth and Kendra Sorensen’s life forever. Kendra and Seth go to their grandpa’s house. At their grandpa’s house they see weird things. In the book it has demons, satyrs and other mythological creatures. In this book if you drink magical milk you can see through the magical illusions. Seth who likes to get in trouble decides to wander farther in a magical forest then he was supposed to at the house. He finds a witch that is spellbound to a shed. The witch tried to get Seth to untie her so she can be free. Later in the book, she get released and frees a demon named Bahumat. In order to save the preserve, Kendra has to ask the fairy-queen for help. 

This book is packed with action, thrill, and humor. It will keep you on your feet until the end. I love the Fablehaven series. I hope you love it as much as I do!

